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requiring financial contributions from other public authorities or private investors. So the total budget for projects that will 
benefit from this aid will easily add up to twice this amount.
The Commission is perfectly aware of the importance this budget represents and the influence it will exert over the sec-
























sector and so on.
2FCȩ#+$$ȩGQȩ?ȩDGL?LAG?JȩGLQRPSKCLRȩ?RȩRFCȩQCPTGACȩMDȩ?ȩDMPU?PBJMMIGLEȩ?NNPM?AF
ȩBCQGELCBȩRMȩNPMTGBCȩQSNNMPRȩDMPȩRFCȩ
fisheries and aquaculture sector as it moves down the road to sustainable and inclusive change.
The Editor
 E D I T O R I A L
New Fund sweeps in change
4The European Commission has proposed to create a new 
fund to subsidise fisheries and maritime economy initia-
tives and projects. The European Maritime and Fisheries 
Fund would replace the European Fisheries Fund from 2014 
for a period of seven years, up until 2020. Its objective is to 
help operators in these sectors move towards sustainable 
fisheries and an integrated maritime policy, in line with 
European Union policies.
An amount of EUR 6.5 billion is earmarked for the European Maritime 
?LBȩ$GQFCPGCQȩ$SLBȩ#+$$ȩDMPȩȩ-DȩRFGQȩRMR?J
ȩ#30ȩȩ@GJJGMLȩ
will co-finance private and public fisheries and aquaculture initiatives. 
The Commission will use the rest to finance actions under the inte-
grated maritime policy and to cover expenditure related to implemen-





Commission has decided to group all CFP-related financial instru-
ments under the EMFF. This includes the European contribution to 
Member States’ control expenditure and funds used for data collec-
tion and storage. Excluded from the EMFF are the EUR 900 million 
proposed for the same period to finance fisheries partnership agree-
ments with non-EU countries and the European Union’s participation 
in regional fisheries management organisations.
The four pillars















Smart, green fisheries – Projects and initiatives financed under this 




and even contributes to their management. Support under this pillar 
UGJJȩ?JQMȩDMASQȩMLȩGLLMT?RGMLȩ?LBȩ?BBCBȩT?JSC
ȩK?IGLEȩRFCȩDGQFCPGCQȩ
sector economically viable and able to stand up to competition from 
third countries. 
Smart, green aquaculture – The idea is to encourage the develop-
KCLRȩMDȩCAMLMKGA?JJWȩTG?@JC
ȩAMKNCRGRGTCȩ?LBȩEPCCLȩ?OS?ASJRSPCȩRF?Rȩ
can provide protein products for EU consumers. 
Sustainable and inclusive territorial development – This pillar is the 
successor to Axis 4 of today’s European Fisheries Fund. Its aim is to 
support the development of fisheries dependent communities by 
increasing the value of fishing and related activities and encouraging 
diversification to other sectors of the maritime economy. 
Integrated maritime policy – Projects under this pillar will strive to 

















regional fisheries management organisations. 
#K@LRO>DFKD@E>KDBFKCFPEBOFBP>KAJ>OFQFJBMLIF@V
Fisheries dependent areas:  
ensure the continuation
Positive experience under Axis 4 of the current EFP has encour-
aged the Commission to develop the possibility of investing in 
territorial-based projects. There are no fundamental changes in 









sectors such as tourism.
The condition for such support is that development projects must 
MPGEGL?RCȩ?RȩRFCȩEP?QQPMMRQȩJCTCJ
ȩRFPMSEFȩDGQFCPGCQȩJMA?Jȩ?ARGMLȩ
groups. Such groups must involve all players from the local sector 
and determine the development strategy of the area concerned.
 F A C T  F I L E










The general principles of the European Maritime and 
Fisheries Fund (EMFF) build on those of its predecessors. 
The guiding principle is to help the sectors concerned man-
age the change to sustainable fisheries and an integrated 
maritime policy by financing projects that can influence 
the development of fisheries or maritime affairs. There 
are nonetheless major differences between this fund and 




focuses solely on fisheries and aquaculture. It also contains provi-
sions to finance projects that contribute to the European Union’s 
GLRCEP?RCBȩK?PGRGKCȩNMJGAWȩ'Lȩ?BBGRGML
ȩRFCȩ@SBECRQȩ?JJMRRCBȩRMȩDGQF-
eries and maritime affairs will not work in the same way. 
EMFF funding for maritime affairs will be placed under direct man-
agement. This means that the European Commission will develop and 
DGL?LACȩNPMHCARQȩBP?UGLEȩMLȩRFGQȩDSLB
ȩSLBCPȩRFCȩQAPSRGLWȩ?LBȩ?NNPMT?Jȩ
of the European institutions and Member States. The Commission will 





lance and development of a maritime knowledge database.
The amount earmarked for fisheries (EUR 5.5 billion of the 6.5 billion 
allocated to the EMFF) will come under shared management. Nothing 
will change in terms of allocation procedures for projects financed 
by this fund compared with the way things have worked in the past. 
2FCȩ#SPMNC?Lȩ3LGMLȩBP?UQȩSNȩQSNNMPRȩ?JJMA?RGMLȩPSJCQ
ȩC?AFȩ+CK@CPȩ
State develops its public financing programmes based on its own 
priorities and the European Commission then makes sure that the 
programme is compatible with the common fisheries policy (CFP). 
Money drawn from this fund must also always be used in the con-
text of co-financing. This means that a variable share of the total cost 
of each project must be put up by one or more public authorities: the 
L?RGML?JȩEMTCPLKCLRȩMPȩ?ȩPCEGML?JȩMPȩJMA?Jȩ?SRFMPGRWȩ'Lȩ?BBGRGML
ȩNPGT?RCȩ
operators must also contribute to funding for projects implemented 
by non-public operators. 
What will change?
The principles for selecting projects to be financed by the future fund 










measures taken so far to safeguard fish stocks have led to advances 





areas and helps protect the environment. The fundamental problem 
,BTCRKA
KBTL?GB@QFSBP
The EMFF should be seen from the angle of CFP reform. 
Projects financed by the new fund will have to help boost  










is overfishing. Available resources are exploited beyond their capac-
GRWȩRMȩPCNMNSJ?RC
ȩAPC?RGLEȩ?ȩQGRS?RGMLȩMDȩLC?PQFMPR?ECȩ2FCȩK?GLȩPC?-
son for this overfishing is fleet overcapacity. To put it plainly: there are 
too many vessels for the numbers of fish to be caught. This is the 
problem the Commission intends to tackle with its reform and it was 
only logical to adapt the financial instrument to make it consistent 
with the CFP’s new objectives. 
Establishment of the EMFF should therefore be seen from the angle 
MDȩRFGQȩPCDMPKȩ2FCȩAF?LECQȩAMLR?GLCBȩGLȩRFCȩ(SJWȩȩNPMNMQ?JȩDMPȩ




undoubtedly the scrapping of certain types of fleet aid. Although 
financing opportunities in this area were already greatly reduced in 
ȩUFCLȩ?GBȩDMPȩRFCȩ@SGJBGLEȩMDȩLCUȩTCQQCJQȩU?QȩCJGKGL?RCB
ȩRFCȩ
public authorities could still grant aid to vessel owners and crews forced 
to halt their activities either temporarily or definitively. 
The Commission proposes to abolish this aid. The reason is simple: 
it has not achieved its aim which was to reduce European fleet capac-
ity. The impact of vessel elimination through such measures has 
been offset to a large extent by technological progress in the rest 
of the fleet. The Commission now counts on introducing transfera-
ble fishing concessions to help the fishing fleet adapt to the avail-
able quantities of fish by introducing an economic logic. Aid will also 
Aquaculture: innovate and develop
'Lȩ?OS?ASJRSPCȩ?QȩUCJJ
ȩGLLMT?RGMLȩ?QQGQRCBȩ@WȩQAGCLRGDGAȩMPȩRCAFLG-






ingly taken up by diverse and often incompatible activities.









or by enabling operators to improve their skills. It may also help 
entrepreneurs set up an aquaculture business and develop sites 
MNRGK?JJWȩDPMKȩRFCȩQR?LBNMGLRȩMDȩNPMBSARGTGRW
ȩCLTGPMLKCLR?Jȩ
protection and animal welfare. The fund may also provide sup-
port for converting aquaculture farms to organic aquaculture.
The EMFF will also finance efforts by operators and authorities 
to put in place environmentally sound aquaculture practices or 
even to participate actively in safeguarding biodiversity.
The Commission will earmark EUR 5.5 billion, from 2014 to 2020, to co-finance private and public initiatives 
in fisheries and aquaculture, and the remainder to finance actions related to implementation of the integrated 
maritime policy and the common fisheries policy.
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Member States will still be able to use European funds to finance 
GLTCQRKCLRQȩRMȩGKNPMTCȩEC?PȩQCJCARGTGRW
ȩCLCPEWȩCDDGAGCLAWȩMDȩCLEGLCQȩ







catches in the framework of the ban on discards.
It is clear that opportunities to invest in vessels should be significantly 



















because the 2008 control regulation introduced conditionality as an 
administrative sanction instrument. The Commission can suspend 
the payment of European aid to Member States that do not play by 
CFP rules or that do not enforce them among their fishermen. This 
measure is therefore expected to be confirmed in rules for access to 
EMFF funding.
The Commission also made a point of placing this fund and the pro-
jects it will finance in a framework that is wider than the fisheries 
sector alone. It did so at two levels.
2Mȩ@CEGLȩUGRF
ȩQGLACȩȩRFCȩDGQFCPGCQȩQCARMPȩF?Qȩ@CCLȩPCE?PBCBȩ?Qȩ
part of the integrated maritime policy and as such must build cross-
MTCPQȩRMȩMRFCPȩK?PGRGKCȩQCARMPQȩ2FGQȩGQȩEGTCLȩAMLAPCRCȩCVNPCQQGML
ȩCTCLȩ
in the strictly ‘fisheries’ part of the draft regulation. For example: the 
fund can finance training for individuals or company start-ups out-
QGBCȩRFCȩDGQFCPGCQȩQCARMPȩRMȩCLAMSP?ECȩBGTCPQGDGA?RGMLȩ1GKGJ?PJW
ȩJMA?Jȩ
development strategies drawn up by local groups interested in finan-
cing reserved for fisheries areas must tie in with overall maritime 






ing the same period and following the same general principles as 
other European funds. It will no longer be possible to manage each 
DSLBȩQCN?P?RCJW
ȩ?ȩNP?ARGACȩRF?RȩGLȩRFCȩN?QRȩF?QȩJCBȩRMȩMTCPJ?NQȩ?LBȩ
gaps in the areas covered by different European Union support pro-
grammes. The idea is to coordinate all funds in order to guarantee 
their effectiveness.
Fisheries: innovate, compensate and reinforce
'LȩRFCȩ?PC?ȩMDȩDGQFCPGCQ
ȩRFCȩ#+$$ȩUGJJȩ?GKȩRMȩCLAMSP?ECȩGLLMT?-
tion in both fishing techniques and management of resources and 
RFCGPȩCLTGPMLKCLR
ȩUGRFȩQSNNMPRȩDPMKȩ?NNPMTCBȩQAGCLRGDGAȩMPȩRCAF-
nical bodies. It will also support the establishment of partnerships 




The fund will also provide support for fishermen who are facing 
severe difficulties or who have ceased their activity by helping 
them learn new occupational skills or by promoting economic 
diversification through aid for business start-ups (outside the 
sector) or the retrofitting of small-scale coastal fishing vessels 
DMPȩSQCȩGLȩMRFCPȩRWNCQȩMDȩ?ARGTGRGCQ
ȩRMSPGQKȩDMPȩCV?KNJC
Projects co-financed by the fund can also aim to limit fisheries’ 
impact on resources and the marine ecosystem. The fund may 
DGL?LACȩKC?QSPCQȩDMPȩPCQMSPACȩAMLQCPT?RGML
ȩRFCȩ?AOSGQGRGMLȩMDȩ






The fund may also finance measures to improve product qual-
ity and create value from unwanted catches. It may contribute 
to works to improve port infrastructures or develop infrastruc-
tures serving to create value from by-catches.
8Can a common thread be found across the 3 500 km of 
coasts that run from Thurso to Tarifa, are the same prob-
lems or elements encountered along the exclusive economic 
zones of the United Kingdom, Ireland, France, Spain and 
Portugal? After almost a year of reflection in the European 
Commission and in different stakeholder groups, the 
European Commission recently identified economic devel-
opment opportunities and challenges to be met for the 
Atlantic region… In a word: a vision for the future of the 
European Union’s western seaboard. 









sea basins? The reason is that this long western coastline – running 








addressed and so on.






also to see whether the European Union could provide added value in 
addressing the different needs expressed. All these players expressed 















what could be done for this vast maritime territory. The Commission 
then structured their suggestions around five development themes.
The five themes
Implementing the ecosystem approach
The ecosystem approach helps guarantee a healthy and productive 
maritime area. All activities developed in the European Atlantic area 
KSQRȩRFCPCDMPCȩ@CȩEMTCPLCBȩ@WȩRFGQȩNPGLAGNJC
ȩDGPQRȩ?KMLEȩRFCKȩDGQFGLEȩ
(which provides nearly 30 % of fish consumed in the EU) and aquacul-
ture. But there is also a need for better knowledge on how this ecosys-
tem is evolving due to climate change and changes in the ocean.




tremendous potential to boost the production of renewable power 





on the Atlantic shoreline. Ships pollute far less than lorries for every 
tonne transported…
Sustainable exploitation of the Atlantic  
seafloor’s natural resources
Minerals in the seafloor and the ocean’s rich biodiversity are virtually 
SLCVNJMGRCBȩRMB?Wȩ SGJBGLEȩILMUJCBEC
ȩQF?PGLEȩGRȩ?LBȩBCRCPKGLGLEȩ
forms of exploitation that do not endanger the environment or 
resources represent important economic development opportunities.
Responding to threats and emergencies
Recent maritime history has demonstrated the disastrous effects of 
accidents in this area. Local players want to make sure that every 
effort is made in the future to spare them from situations that are 
not merely inevitable. This requires further efforts to tighten legisla-
RGMLȩ?LBȩP?GQCȩK?PGRGKCȩQ?DCRWȩQR?LB?PBQ
ȩ@SRȩ?JQMȩRMȩGKNPMTCȩL?RSP?Jȩ
disaster prevention and early warning procedures. 
Socially inclusive growth
The socio-economic context is changing in the Atlantic area. Employ-










ing and diversification are the new watchwords that companies and 
public authorities need to adopt to meet future challenges.





which will focus on the adoption in 2013 of an Atlantic action plan 





been put in place to draw up this action plan.
2FCȩDMPSKȩUGJJȩKCCRȩQCTCP?JȩRGKCQȩ@CDMPCȩRFCȩCLBȩMDȩ
ȩUFCLȩGRȩ
will report to the Commission on the requests and suggestions of 
actors on the ground regarding the content of the Atlantic action 
plan. The plan is then expected to be adopted in 2013.
A maritime strategy  
for the Atlantic Ocean area
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Use of EU funds
The 2013 target was not set by chance. The Commission wished to 
establish a direct link between its Atlantic strategy and the use of EU 
funds from 2014. In its determination to break down the barriers that 
AF?P?ARCPGQCBȩRFCȩNPCTGMSQȩKCRFMBȩMDȩK?L?EGLEȩBGDDCPCLRȩ#3ȩDSLBQ
ȩ









between each Member State and the Commission.










European Maritime and Fisheries Fund discussed in the preceding 
pages. Member States will be able to present ‘multi-fund’ projects 
and the Atlantic strategy will unfold in areas that encompass many 
more development objectives than the maritime dimension alone. 




be eligible for cohesion funds for its aspects of creating an economic 
BCTCJMNKCLRȩ?LBȩCKNJMWKCLRȩNMJC
ȩQRPSARSP?JȩDSLBQȩDMPȩGRQȩGLDP?-
structure creation aspects and maritime funds for its multi-sector 
GLRCEP?RGMLȩ?QNCARQȩ1GKGJ?PJW
ȩCVNJMP?RGMLȩMDȩRFCȩDSJJȩNMRCLRG?JȩMDȩRFCȩ
immense exclusive economic zones of countries like Ireland or Portugal 
will require resources that would be hard to raise at national level but 
which European support can make conceivable.





concerned to set their maritime development priorities on the basis 
of strategic priorities and in a coordinated manner.
'LȩAMLAJSQGML
ȩRFCȩRJ?LRGAȩQRP?RCEWȩUGJJȩ@CȩTGR?JȩGLȩRPGEECPGLEȩ?ARGMLQȩ
and projects at EU level that offer real added value for the economy of 
the Atlantic area. In 2020 we will be able to measure the success of 
these efforts. 
In its Atlantic strategy, the Commission proposes a vision for the maritime future of the European 
Union’s western seaboard, taking care to tie it in with the EU 2020 strategy.
10
TACs 2012:  
under the sign of the economic crisis
In keeping with its yearly practice, last December’s European 
Union Fisheries Council focused on setting total allowable 
catches (TACs) for Atlantic, North Sea and Black Sea stocks. 
The economic crisis had a considerable impact on the minis-




ing progress by European fisheries towards maximum sustainable yield 
+17ȩ$MPȩQRMAIQȩLMRȩWCRȩCVNJMGRCBȩ?AAMPBGLEȩRMȩRFGQȩNPGLAGNJC
ȩ RFGQȩ





decreases for 2012 in total allowable catches (TACs) for certain stocks. 
These reductions were meant to ensure rapid progress towards MSY in 
2012 and full achievement of the objective in 2015.
The fisheries ministers discussed these proposals at length at last 
December’s Council. They did not question the principle of advancing 
towards MSY – they are obliged to do so under an international com-





in 2020. Their argument focused on the risk of job losses in fisheries 
due to the reductions imposed by the 2015 target. The stocks con-
ACPLCBȩ?PCȩQMJCȩGLȩRFCȩ ?WȩMDȩ GQA?W
ȩLMPRFCPLȩF?ICȩPCLCU?JȩMDȩRFCȩ
2011 TAC) and sole in the Irish Sea (23 % reduction of the TAC). 
TACs for stocks managed under a multiannual plan follow the plan’s 
requirements and evolve on the basis of scientific advice.
The Commission’s proposal also raised an important problem: the 
data provided by the Member States are insufficient to enable sci-
entists to evaluate stocks precisely. Of the 104 stocks exploited in 
#3ȩU?RCPQȩGLȩRFCȩ,MPRF#?QRȩRJ?LRGA
ȩMLJWȩȩ?PCȩBMASKCLRCBȩQSD-








the imprecise knowledge of stocks.
The Council acknowledged the gravity of this problem. It urged the 





to solve the problem of the lack of reporting of data on catches and dis-
cards for a number of important stocks. The Commission recognised the 
States’ commitment and therefore accepted their request for a smaller 
PCBSARGMLȩMDȩ2!Q
ȩGLȩRFCȩAMLRCVRȩMDȩ?ȩKMPMQCȩCAMLMKGAȩAJGK?RC















blue marlin in the Atlantic (-20 % and -29 %).





















the Council preferred not to implement the 15 % reduction proposed 
@WȩRFCȩ!MKKGQQGML
ȩ@SRȩQSEECQRCBȩRF?RȩKMLGRMPGLEȩ?LBȩGLQNCARGMLȩ
measures should be developed to put an end to illegal and unre-
ported catches of turbot in the Black Sea.
The Council also highlighted the need for regional cooperation among 
all Black Sea rim states to establish common and sustainable stock 
management in this sea.
 ' , ȩ 2 & # ȩ , # 5 1
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(1)  “See “In brief” p. 12.
(2) Twenty-foot-equivalent units: a container measurement unit.
The port of Gothenburg:  
charting a course towards the future
 P R O F I L E
The port of Gothenburg, in Sweden, has great ambitions and 
has given itself the means to achieve them. Its growth policy 
and environmental commitment are certain to interest par-
ticipants in the European Maritime Days 2012 (1), to be held 













through the port every year.
'Lȩ
ȩRFCȩAGRWȩzȩUFGAFȩMULQȩRFCȩNMPRȩzȩBCAGBCBȩRMȩ@?QCȩGRQȩK?L?EC-
ment on models that deliver the best results and to grant 25-year 











for the two adjoining refineries and a forest products terminal is being 
DGRRCBȩMSRȩ2FCȩNMPRȩ?JQMȩFMQRQȩAPSGQCȩQFGNQ
ȩ?ȩEPMUGLEȩ?ARGTGRWȩRF?LIQȩ
to the city’s development of tourism.





far behind Rotterdam and Hamburg in terms of tonnes landed… The 
ambition is to take market shares from these giants by establishing 
a profile as a hub port for transport to and from Scandinavia and the 
 ?JRGAȩ1C?
ȩ?Lȩ?K@GRGMLȩCLAMSP?ECBȩ@WȩRFCȩBCTCJMNKCLRȩMDȩGLDP?QRPSA-
tures tied to the Baltic motorway of the sea. 
‘We asked our industries what they expected of a port’
ȩCVNJ?GLQȩ+?ELSQȩ
)ĵPCQRCBR
ȩRFCȩNMPRQȩ!#-ȩ‘What they want is the highest volume of traf-
fic possible, to a large number of destinations, and lots of competition 
among shipping lines. Then we asked freighters what they expected, and 
naturally they hope to see lots of freight. The conclusion is that to be 
a profitable and attractive port, we have to grow very quickly by creat-
ing a positive spiral: more freight and higher frequency.’ 
The port authority therefore wishes to draw more freight to its wharves. 













of containers in transit in the port start or end their journey by train. 
2FGQȩLSK@CPȩGQȩBCQRGLCBȩRMȩPGQC
ȩ@CA?SQCȩK?L?ECKCLRȩGLRCLBQȩRMȩ
continue to expand its land-based network at the rate of one or two 
rail destinations per year. This logistics effort represents an annual sav-
ings of 50 000 tonnes of CO2.
*GICȩ?LWUFCPCȩGLȩ1UCBCL
ȩ?ȩEPMURFȩNMJGAWȩBCRPGKCLR?JȩRMȩRFCȩCLTG-
ronment is inconceivable. The port has therefore made a strict com-
KGRKCLR
ȩN?PRGASJ?PJWȩMLȩ?GPȩOS?JGRWȩ-NCP?RMPQȩMDȩQFGNQȩDSCJJGLEȩSNȩ






off their engines. The port also uses a vapour recovery system to 





sented its 2011 award to the port of Gothenburg.
For more information:
www.portgot.se
Gothenburg and fisheries 












the Skagerrak-Kattegat. More than two thirds (in tonnage) of the 









most west coast catches are sold. The Swedish Agency for Marine 
?LBȩ5?RCPȩ+?L?ECKCLRȩGQȩ?JQMȩ@?QCBȩGLȩ%MRFCL@SPEȩ
ICCAT: new measures 
RȩRFCGPȩ?LLS?JȩKCCRGLEȩJ?QRȩ,MTCK@CP
ȩKCK@CPQȩMDȩRFCȩ'LRCPL?RGML?Jȩ
Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) adopted 
LCUȩK?L?ECKCLRȩKC?QSPCQȩ$MPȩRPMNGA?JȩRSL?
ȩRFCȩLCUȩKSJRG?LLS?Jȩ
plan for bigeye tuna maintains TACs at 85 000 tonnes but enlarges 
the moratorium area for the protection of juveniles and strengthens 
control measures. This plan also establishes new conservation mea-
QSPCQȩDMPȩWCJJMUDGLȩRSL?ȩ$MPȩ,MPRFȩRJ?LRGAȩQUMPBDGQF
ȩ?ȩLCUȩKSJRG-
annual plan is designed to maintain this stock (considered sound) at 
maximum sustainable yield. Additional measures are introduced 
for Mediterranean swordfish (considered in poor condition). The TAC 
DMPȩQMSRFCPLȩ?J@?AMPCȩGQȩPCBSACB
ȩUFGJCȩRFCȩȩK?L?ECKCLRȩNJ?LȩDMPȩ





gramme will be set up under the EU’s leadership. The management 
NJ?LȩDMPȩUFGRCȩK?PJGLȩ?LBȩ@JSCȩK?PJGLȩGQȩPCLCUCB
ȩUGRFȩ?ȩPCBSARGMLȩGLȩ
catch limits for blue marlin and a ban on catches of silky sharks. 
Technical measures are also introduced to reduce by-catches of sea-
birds in the South Atlantic. The ICCAT also announced at its meeting 
a significant improvement in data reporting and compliance in general: 
15 of the 23 parties identified in 2010 as being in breach of ICCAT 
PSJCQȩF?TCȩQ?RGQDGCBȩRFCȩMPE?LGQ?RGMLQȩPCOSGPCKCLRQȩ'LȩRFCȩDSRSPC
ȩD?GJ-







available science’ that aims to safeguard and promote the independ-




tion of external experts in the Scientific Committee’s activities.
Commission proposes total ban on finning
The European Commission has presented a proposal to amend the 
PCESJ?RGMLȩRF?RȩF?Qȩ@?LLCBȩDGLLGLEȩQGLACȩ
ȩUGRFȩRFCȩ?GKȩMDȩK?I-
ing it more effective. Finning is a practice that consists of cutting off 
sharks’ fins aboard fishing vessels and discarding the rest of the car-
cass at sea. The Commission proposes to oblige all vessels fishing 
in European waters and all European vessels operating anywhere in 
the world to land sharks with the fins attached to the body. To facil-
GR?RCȩQRMP?ECȩMLȩ@M?PBȩTCQQCJQ
ȩDGQFCPKCLȩUGJJȩ@Cȩ?SRFMPGXCBȩRMȩQJGACȩ
partly through each fin and to fold it against the carcass. This regu-
lation will put an end to existing rules that allow processing on board 
under certain conditions (including keeping the carcass on board) and 




is not always detected.








host numerous exhibitions for the occasion.
Info: http://ec.europa.eu/maritimeaffairs/maritimeday
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